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The Argentine government announced on May 12 that a cabinet-level commission will study the
privatization of Argentina's airports, including the international Ezeiza airport serving Buenos Aires.
The commission will include officials from the defense, interior, justice, and tourism ministries, as
well as air force technicians who control operations at all Argentine airports. The study will look
not only at the sale of the airports themselves, but also the possible sale of concessions for services
within the airports.
Backers of the privatization plan at the Economy Ministry are pushing the inclusion of the
concessions, since it would make the sale much more attractive to potential buyers. The concessions
are a major source of revenue earned by the airports. Three mixed companies that include both
public and private capital already operate some services at the terminals: Edcadassa, which runs
customs and tax collection operations; Intercargo, which handles gate servicing; and Interbaires,
which runs the duty-free shops. The value of business handled by the three enterprises together was
US$172 million in 1993, and they reported a total of US$16 million in net profits. Felix Borgonovo,
a member of the presidential staff, says that, in addition to the study by the inter-ministerial
commission, the government will contract an international consulting firm to compile a separate
evaluation of all the country's airports. The results of both studies will be used to draw up the terms
of privatization for the airports.
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